The following message was sent to Henry Bierlink, WRRC Executive Director, from John Walker, who is at a large raspberry processing and cold storage facility in western Serbia. The two men met during the International Raspberry Organization’s 2006 Conference, and they have corresponded occasionally under the spirit of the IRO, which is the share accurate data so growers and raspberry marketers can have information that helps further good business decision making.
February 3, 2009

The harvest of the Serbian raspberry crop for 2008 was a fairly good one and yielded about the same volumes as you mention for OR, WA and BC i.e. 120 million pounds although the Serbian output was around 65,000 tons or about 143 million pounds. The price of the raspberry raw material ex the farm gate was uncharacteristically high with prices being paid to the farmers by the processors of RSD 200 per kg. RSD = Republic Of Serbia Dinars. This equated to almost EUR 2.60/kg for the fresh material. In hindsight Henry the processors should never have agreed to these prices due to the fact that Serbia found itself uncompetitive in the market place with huge resistance from the buyers to commit to any long term delivery contracts. Chile benefited enormously from the high prices being offered by the Serbia processors.

It has been a very difficult selling campaign for our company and we certainly have not achieved our sales targets for this year. I know for sure that the price of Serbian raspberry from the new crop (Mid June – End July) will be much lower this year and I will advise you of those levels once I know. 

Currently the selling prices of 2008 crop Serbian raspberry are as follows:-

1. EUR 3.40/kg FCA for IQF organic 95% whole raspberry, packed 4 x 2.5 kg.

2. EUR 2.85/kg FCA for IQF conventional whole raspberry, packed 4 x 2.5 kg.

John Walker, 
Sales Director,
Zadrugar d.o.o.,
Drinska 21, 
Ljubovija,15320,
Republic Of Serbia.
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